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1. The meeting was called to order at 7:03 p.m. Members present were Leonard Clark, chairman; 
Donald Passardi, vice chairman; Roger Ingraham, and Beth Magura, recording secretary. Becky 
Kraussmann was unable to attend. A quorum was established. 

2. Review of the minutes ofthe January 27, 2020, regular SHAC meeting 
Donald Passardi made a motion to approve the minutes from the 1/27/2020 meeting; this motion was 
seconded by Roger Ingraham. The motion was unanimously passed by the members. 

3. Pertinent to Memorial Hall: Report by SHAC members who attended the Feb. 13, 2020. trustees 
meeting of the Annette Hyde Colton Trust Fund. 
Commissioners learned that at 4 p.m. on Thursday, Feb. 13, the trustees of the Annette Hyde Colton 
Trust Fund were going to meet. In 2019, two trustees had been newly appointed by the Board of 
Selectmen, so this was the first time the three trustees convened as a group. SHAC Chairman Leonard 
Clark and Recording Secretary Beth Magura attended the trustees' meeting. Ms. Magura's full report on 
this meeting is attached as Appendix 1 at the end of these meeting minutes. 

A discussion arose about the role of the Trustees. M r. Hartenstein stated that the responsibility of the 
trustees is to oversee careful management ofthe trust fund. He said that the ultimate decision about 
how to or whether to repair Memorial Hall is the responsibility ofthe Board of Selectman. Beth Magura, 
recording secretary ofthe Stafford Historical Advisory Commission, asked for clarification . Mr. 
Hartenstein confirmed that Ms. Magura had heard correctly. 

Chairman Clark proposed to his fellow commissioners that he would prepare a letter to the Board of 
Selectmen to ask that the Historical AdVisory Commission be given a formal role in oversight of repairs 
to Memorial Hall, especially given the months of work that SHAC has devoted to studying the historic 
importance of the hall and seeking professional input from architectural conservators. 

Readers of these minutes are referred to Appendix 2, Parts 1-3, of SHAC's Oct. 28, 2019, meeting 
minutes ( http://records.staffordct .org!/ files/2019/SHAC/lO-28-Minutes.pdf ). Appendix 2 consists of 
materials sent to the trustees, including a 16-page report from two representatives of the building 
conservation consultancy named John Canning & Co. These experts provided their opinion ofthe 
condition ofthe building and suggested how to prioritize repairs while also maintaining the architectural 
integrity of Memorial Hall. 

Thus, SHAC will request to be involved in all future discussions about further rehabilitation of Memorial 
Hall. 

At the trustees' meeting, Ms. Magura mentioned the physical samples collected in August 2019 by David 
Riccio, the paint and architectural materials specialist. As he examined the Hall's decorated interior, Mr. 
Riccio used a scalpel-like tool to remove small pieces of the painted frescoes on the walls and other 
painted surfaces. Some of this may have informed Mr. Riccio's part of the initial site inspection that had 
been received by SHAC and sent to the Annette Hyde Colton Fund trustees. 

Ms. Magura suggested that it might be worthwhile to follow up with John Canning & Co. to determine if 
Mr. Riccio might have any further recommendations about stabilization of the decorated walls. It is not 
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known, for example, if he would do any further work if the Town of Stafford were to express interest by 
following up with him. She offered to correspond with John Canning & Co., but this offer was declined 
by the trustees. 

4. Allen Bridge on Spring Street: Discussion of the overdue report of Marie Ennis, a principal of Old 
Structures Engineering llC, based in New York City (recommended to SHAC by the Historic Bridge 
Foundation of Austin, TX). 

The new Director of Public Works, Devin Cowperthwaite, has contacted Ms. Ennis to express his interest 
in receiving her company's assessment ofthe Allen Bridge and its environs. Ms. Ennis has told him that 
she will submit a report soon. SHAC members are dismayed at this additional delay, because Ms. Ennis's 
on-site visit had occurred on July 3, 2019. 

5. Finding new people to join SHAC 
Attending this meeting were two individuals invited to consider joining the Commission as full members: 
Jamie Furness and Greg Post. Chairman Clark said he would write a recommendation to the BOS on their 
behalf. Mr. Clark also invited a third attendee, Barbara Frassinelli, to consider becoming an alternate 
member, and Ms. Frassinelli said she would be interested. 

7. Future of SHAC in the long term. 
This topic will be tabled for now. 

8. Public comment. Jamie Furness showed an interesting page of photographs of Memorial Hall from 
one of her grandparents' photo albums. See Appendix 2, a layout showing these photos that show 
repairs of the front of the building being undertaken in 1994. 

9. Old business. Mr. Passardi mentioned again that he feels the flag pole on East Main Street should be 
replaced due to its historic significance. Chairman Clark recommended that Mr. Passardi continue his 
research into this topic. Ms. Magura commented that the focus of military commemorations is now the 
war memorial in Olympic Circle. 

Commissioner Ingraham provided a photographic update of the Witt School and the Allen Bridge. See 
Appendix 3 to these minutes. 

10. New business. There was no new business. 

11. Adjournment. Mr. Passardi made a motion to adjourn, and Roger Ingraham seconded the motion, 
which was unanimously passed by the group. The meeting adjourned at 9 p.m. 

Re~wrtted'~ 
Beth Magu,a ~ 
Recording secretaJ) 

Stafford Historical Advisory Commission 
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February 24, 2020 

Subject: Beth Magura's Notes on the Meeting ofthe Trustees ofthe Annette Hyde Colton Trust Fund 

Date of AHCTF meeting: Thurs., Feb. 13, 2020 at 4 p.m.; meeting was moved from Town Hall's 1st floor 

conference room into the Veteran's Room 

Agenda: See page 4 of this report for the agenda of this meeting of the AHC Fund trustees. 

• 	 Representing the Stafford Historical Advisory Commission at the Annette Hyde Colton trustees' 

meeting were Leonard Clark, SHAC chairman, and Beth Magura, SHAC recording secretary. 

• 	 Also in attendance were representatives of Memorial Hall's current tenants, the VFW: Rich 

Shaffer, Bob Titus and Judy Titus. Additional attendees were lisa Zelonka and Barbara Frassinelli. 

• 	 The Trustees of the Annette Hyde Colton Fund are Rick Hartenstein (a Town selectman and 

Superintendent, Town of Stafford Water Pollution Control), Bruce Davis (the Town's Facilities 

Supervisor) and Michael Delano. In 2019, Mr. Davis and Mr. Delano were appointed Trustees of 

the Annette Hyde Colton Fund by the Board of Selectmen (Mary Mitta, First Selectman; John 

Locke, and Rick Hartenstein). 

Election of AHC Trust Fund officers 


Rick Hartenstein was elected Trust Fund chairman. Bruce Davis was elected to be secretary. 


Mr. Hartenstein remarked that this meeting was the first meeting ofthe trustees in 10 years. 


Review of financial report 

The amount of money in the Annette Hyde Colton Fund was reviewed. 


{Note: As of2/24/2020 at 10:18 a.m., no meeting minutes have been posted on the Town's website by 
the Trustees.] 

Numbers that I quickly jotted down were as follows (accuracy not guaranteed! !): 


Cash balance ~$17,000 beginning of February 2020 


In stocks: $284,173.74 (a certain percentage needs to remain invested) 


Mr. Davis said that he would consult with Lisa Baxter, the Town's chief financial officer, about details 


related to the principal that must remain invested and the amount available for expenditures. 


Mr. Davis mentioned recent these recent expenditures: 


• 	 Adding of an ADA-compliant restroom on the main floor to the right side of the stage. 

• 	 Installation of a water conditioner for current tenants 

• 	 Installation of a thick, black curtain on the stage 

Purposes: (1) to help retain heat in the main hall, where the VFW holds bingo matches on 

Wednesday evenings; (2) to restrict public access to the stage until the stage properties can be 

inventoried and their age and historic relevance determined; it was mentioned that restricted 

use ofthe stage is not a permanent prohibition but is being instituted as a protective measure; it 

is not clear if any extant stage props date to the 1902 time period when the stage was added to 

the Spiritualist Hall) 
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• 	 Purchase of animal control pesticides 

Mr. Davis also mentioned that 5 or 6 years ago the hall's floors were buffed and polyurethane was 
applied. 

Establish a S-year plan to present to the Board of Selectmen 

Mr. Davis recommended that the Trustees meet twice annually with the calling of special 

meetings, as needed. This was agreed to. 

Fundraising for the Trust 

It was confirmed that the VFW is now paying for all utilities. Rich Shaffer reported that fuel oil 

expenditures are not too bad. The temperature is 49 degrees F when the Hall is not being used. 

Approximately 5 times/month the temperature is raised to 68 degrees F when people are using 

the hall for bingo. Bob Titus mentioned that the doors to the stage are closed when the Hall is 

heated. 

Michael Delano asked if the Hall has been rented since the VFW began their lease. Rich Shaffer 

said that 6 events have been held at the Hall, to date. (The VFW donates some monies from 

each bingo event to the trust fund.) 

During this AHC Trust Fund meeting, Commissioner Beth Magura gave to Mr. Delano a hard 

copy of the overall condition report of Memorial Hall supplied by the building conservation 

consultancy, John Canning & Co. in October 2019. This report was paid for from the Trust Fund 

with the approval of the Board of Selectmen in the summer of 2019. (As a newly appointed 

trustee, Mr. Delano had not received this report with the accompanying materials supplied to 

the Board of Selectmen by the Stafford Historical Advisory Commission in October 2019.) 

Mr. Delano commented that he would like to visit Memorial Hall to examine the condition of 

the Hall. Mr. Hartenstein and Mr. Davis agreed and wished to have Mr. Shaffer and Mr. Titus 

present for the walk-around. Members of the Historical Advisory Commission were not 

extended an invitation to participate in this walk-around. 

Priorities for the Hall were informally stated as the following: 

• 	 Replacement of the double front doors 

• 	 Basement hatchway repair (currently, gaps between the planks of the basement 

hatchway don't ~ rain from getting into the basement) p elJ ent 
• 	 Replacement of rotten trim and door sills 

• 	 Reroofing 

• 	 Repainting of the exterior (Mr. Davis mentioned that the clapboard siding had 

already been sandblasted in the past. I did not) 

A discussion arose about the role of the Trustees. Mr. Hartenstein stated that the responsibility of the 
trustees is to oversee careful management of the trust fund. He said that the ultimate decision about 

how to or whether to repair Memorial Hall is the responsibility of the Board of Selectman. Beth 
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Magura, recording secretary of the Stafford Historical Advisory Commission, asked for 

clarification. 

Mr. Hartenstein confirmed that, in his opinion, the trustees have no mandate to advocate for a 

particular style of rehabilitation to be undertaken. In other words, if a decision had to be made 

between a historically more authentic wooden basement hatchway and a steel basement 

hatchway, the trustees would defer to the Board of Selectmen whose priorities could differ 

from the recommendation of the building conservation consultancy (John Canning & Co., 

whose report was submitted to the BOS in Oct. 2019). 

Mr. Delano asked who had solicited the report from John Canning & Co., which he had been 

intermittently looking at during the meeting. Ms. Magura explained that preservation experts 

and architectural historians are available to provide advice about unique historical structures. 

She had searched for consultants existing within New England. Two companies were found, and 

both actually visited Memorial Hall; one company stopped by for a look and offered informal 

comments when en route to Springfield and Longmeadow where they had jobs. (These visits 

were recorded in the meeting minutes of the Stafford Historical Advisory Commission in the 

late summer or early fall of 2019.) 
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Town of Stafford RECEIVED 
STAFFORD. CTAnnette Hyde Colton Fund 


1 Main St. 
 2020 FEB -6 PH I: 39
Stafford Springs, CT 06076 

Special Meeting 
February 13, 2020 @ 4:00pm 
Conference Room 

Agenda: 

1. Elect a chairman 
2. Elect a secretary 
3. Establish a meeting schedule 
4. Review financial report 
5. Establish a 5 year plan to present to the BoS 
6. Fundraising for Trust 
7. Adjournment 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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Photographs of Memorial Hall repairs, 1994 

Jamie Furness found the following photographs in a photo album belonging to her 

grandparents, Art Furness Sr. and his wife Anna. 

The photo caption of the images of Memorial Hall reads as follows: "Memorial Hall = Stafford 

Hollow. Repair roof & etc. July-August 1994" 

- See more photos on the next page. 
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l' 1994: Installing Tyvek on the front of Memorial Hall. There are no railings on the stairs. 
Are there any downspouts? 

(Note: Tyvek is a brand of flashspun high-density polyethylene fibers used as a housewrap; it was introduced by 
DuPont in April 1967.) 

(continues on next page) 
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l' 1994: Restoration of the siding (see preceding photo for work in progress). 

(continues on next page) 
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l' Close up view of previous image. Had the windows on the east and west side of the hall already 
been replaced? Was repainting of the entire hall done after repairs were completed on the front of 
the building? Are the front columns fiberglas at this point? (In 2019, they are made of fiberglas.) The 
railings on front stairs hadn't yet been installed. 
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24 February 2020 


more broken windows on Witt 

School 
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3 September 2019 24 February 2020 SHAC photos 
by Roger Ingraham 

Stafford Historic Advisory Commission- Photo updates. There are more windows broken at the Witt. 
Any movement apart of the Christopher Allen Bridge wing wall cap stones is minimal. 



24 February 2020 

24 February 2020 

Stafford Historic Advisory Commission- Photo updates. There 
appear to be no new missing stones since last year. The electrical access 
plates on lamps are missing or corroded. 

1 September 2019 SHAC photos by Roger Ingraham 
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